
T he Noah Webster Basic School in Mesa, Arizona 
had a challenge faced by many schools today: to 
raise their test scores and better utilize the Arizona 

Articulated Standards in instruction. This 11-year-old 
charter school had always focused on the basics and  
followed the state academic standards with their 1,200 
Pre-K through 6th grade students, but they wanted to 
do better. During the 2003-2004 school year, Director 
Kelly Wade decided to look for a computer-based  
program that would help them increase scores as well 
as meet state standards. After researching various 
instructional courseware programs, the school chose the 
A+nyWhere Learning System® (A+LS™) courseware  
program from American Education Corporation (AEC). 

The first important step to integrating the courseware 
into the school curriculum was to make sure their  
teachers were trained in the courseware. They then  
hired a full-time teacher, Gail Soderquist, to supervise 
the program in the lab. Her responsibilities as program 
administrator included monitoring student lessons, 
assisting teachers with reports, and making sure students 
stayed on track while using the program.

There were many features that convinced Noah Webster 
that the A+ courseware would help the school achieve 

their goals. “We liked that the lessons offered in A+ were 
extremely appealing and fit the educational philosophy 
of our school,” says Soderquist. “The lessons were based 
on the Arizona Standards, it was user friendly, and com-
petitively priced. We also liked the reporting system, so 
that teachers could keep track of how their students were 
progressing in the lessons.”

Custom Lessons Motivate Students 

The Noah Webster Basic School deploys the A+ soft-
ware over the school network, which proved to be the 
best method for the school’s technology requirements. 
Students in grades 1–6 go to the computer lab and work 
on A+ lessons once a week. 
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“Students enjoy the program because the lessons are 
assigned to them based on what they have already mas-
tered and what they still need to learn,” says Soderquist. 
“They enjoy completing the lessons and having the little 
apples show up on their assignment lists. We keep track 
of how many apples a class earns each time they come 
to the lab, so there is a little competition that goes on. 
Some teachers reward their classes with special privileges 
or even parties for reaching certain goals.”

Teachers have been impressed with student achievement 
since using the courseware. For example, last year the 
second grade team began using the A+ assessments as 
one of their main tools for measuring student progress 
throughout the year. At the beginning of the year, all 
of their students take the math, reading, and language 
assessments. At the end of the year, they take the same 
assessment again. Teachers were amazed at the dramatic 
increase in scores for many students. 

“The assessment is a good tool to find out if a child 
is struggling with some concepts, and helps to rein-
force those concepts,” says second grade teacher, Linda 
Vaughn. “It also gives them confidence when they’ve 
learned something in the classroom and they can apply  
it in the lab.”   

First graders have also been enjoying the courseware. 
After learning the “Study, Practice, Test” routine, they 
eagerly work to master lessons so that they can accumu-
late the little apples on their screen. “There have been 
times when we’ve cheered for students as they added 
apples to their list,” says Soderquist. “Starting the pro-
gram this early with students helps them to be even 
more comfortable and confident in using it as they  
grow older.”

Accelerated students are also benefiting from the cus-
tom lessons. Because Noah Webster groups students by 
ability, there are classes that work at a higher level in 
the classroom on a daily basis. These students work at a 
higher grade level on A+ for a greater challenge, and any 
student who masters lesson material can move up a level 
at any time. 

Soderquist says teachers like the courseware because it 
helps reinforce the standards that are being taught in 
the classroom. She reports that teachers also like that 
they can see how their students are doing at any time by 
accessing reports. They can see what specific skill areas 
students are struggling with or are mastering, and can 
address those areas accordingly. The administrator, Kelly 
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Teacher Lori Kent works with a second grader on his A+ lessons. 

Kelly Wade and Gail Soderquist (seated) and with a student.

“
”

Starting the program this  
early with students helps them  
to be even more comfortable  
and confident in using it as  

they grow older.
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Wade, likes that the feedback teachers get benefit their 
classroom teaching, and the lessons directly address what 
students need to know to be successful on the AIMS 
(Arizona’s Instrument to Measure Standards) test.

Improving Test Scores, Meeting Goals

Since implementing the courseware, Noah Webster has 
watched test scores rise – in the past two years, they have 
achieved the “Excelling” rating at the state level on stu-
dent performance on the AIMS tests. Soderquist believes 
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the standards-based lessons offered in the A+ courseware 
really helped prepare their students to be successful on 
the AIMS tests.

The school plans to eventually have students use the 
courseware on a regular basis in their classrooms instead 
of just the computer lab. This plan will be put in to 
place as they acquire more computers for the classrooms. 

Noah Webster students working in the A+LS courseware. “

”

The assessment is a good tool to 
find out if a child is struggling 

with some concepts, and helps to 
reinforce those concepts. 

It also gives them confidence 
when they’ve learned something 

in the classroom and they can 
apply it in the lab.

— Linda vaughn,  
Second Grade Teacher,  

noah webster school,  mesa,  AZ


